BORON CONTENT OF APPLES AT DIFFERENT STAGES
OF DEVELOPMENT In view of the current interest in boron as one of the elements essential for the normal growth of plants, and as a factor concerned in the occurrence of physiological disorders of the apple, the writers have determined the boron content of this fruit at various stages in its development. The These data indicate that in the healthy apple fruit the boron content progressively increases throughout the season. This increase is relatively very rapid for the period of active cell division and rapid growth, during the month of June, after which the rate of accumulation of this element becomes very much slower, although accumulation continues up to the time when the fruit is normally picked. In terms of parts per million of dry weight of tissue, however, the boron content shows a fairly rapid decrease during June and July, after which the amount present remains practically constant. When considered from either of the above viewpoints these re- sults emphasize the apparent importance of boron during the period when rapid growth of the fruit is taking place. The epidermal tissues, as represented by the parings, do not seem to vary appreciably in boron content from the flesh of the fruit, although they are possibly somewhat higher.-J. C. JOHNSON and W. A. DELONG, Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia.
